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RANCHO SAN DIEGO LIBRARY CLOSES TEMPORARILY 
Ceiling Beam Cracks Prompt Closure of Library While Problem is Assessed 

 
      The County’s Rancho San Diego branch library was temporarily closed today, after library 

staff noticed cracks in the building’s ceiling beams. Construction crews will install shoring over the 

next few days, and the building may reopen as soon as Monday to serve the library’s customers. 

 County officials decided to close the building in an abundance of caution, and are working 

with the building’s architect and general contractor to determine the cause of the problem, and the 

best way to permanently correct the problem. 

 “We are placing the safety of our patrons and employees first,” said County Library Director 

Marilyn Crouch. “We will work diligently to solve this problem so the library can be reopened as 

quickly as possible.” 

 The $5.2 million library at 11555 Via Rancho San Diego, El Cajon, opened in April 2002. The 

building itself is 19,500 square feet, and it includes The Incredible Cheesecake Company near the 

building entrance, which will not be affected by the closure. 

 The building has nine ceiling beams, and cracks have been observed in five of them. 

However, all nine of the beams will likely be replaced as part of the permanent repairs. Over the 

next few days, County officials will be consulting with engineering experts to determine the cause of 

problem, and whether it is feasible to reopen the building on Monday on an interim basis. 

 The project architect is Carrier Johnson, and the general contractor is The Augustine 

Company. County officials said the original warranty on the building is still in effect, and any needed 

repairs should be covered by that warranty. While the library is closed, patrons can use the nearby 

El Cajon branch, 201 E. Douglas, or the County’s mobile library, which will be at the Rancho San 

Diego branch Wednesday from 1-5 p.m., and Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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